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EDITOR’S NOTE

This issue once again spans nearly 500 years of history, discussing
problems of geo-strategy, military tactics, and politics, from the 16th
century to the present.
Richard Thornton contributes two essays on the early reign of England’s
queen Elizabeth I, as she faced down a threat of invasion by France
through Scotland. He shows how Elizabeth exploited religious division
and nationalist sentiment in Scotland to weaken French control there.
He then recounts her bold military intervention on the side of the
Scottish rebels to defeat the French and establish a government of proEnglish Scots. Throughout, Elizabeth had to carefully manage relations
with King Philip II of Spain, lest he find cause to attack England, too.
A third article by Thornton returns to the influence of political
establishments on American strategy, whose evolution he surveyed in
the Spring 2020 issue of the Journal of Strategy and Politics. Here, he
examines the dominance of a center-left, pro-détente order since the
election of FDR, and the prospect that a new Republican establishment
could soon take hold.
F. Charles Parker’s trenchant critique of US withdrawal from
Afghanistan considers it a tragic error. He enumerates the rationale for
the war, and the strategic advantages accruing to the US and NATO
from their engagement in Afghanistan. The execution of the retreat
was deplorable, and no doubt has contributed to a loss of confidence in
the United States. But in Parker’s view, total abandonment of the allied
position in Central Asia is of far greater negative consequence.
James Perry reviews two books, David Colley’s The Folly of the Generals
(2021), about missed opportunities on the battlefield to achieve a
swifter conclusion of WWII in Europe; and Pierre Asselin’s analysis of
the Vietnam War through the lens of Hanoi, Vietnam’s American War
(2018). Colley discusses battles in France and Italy, as well as less
familiar events in Holland, Belgium, and Alsace. He blames Eisenhower
and other generals for failure to capitalize on breakthroughs but offers
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no unifying explanation or context. Asselin’s strength is in his discussion
of North Vietnam, but his book misrepresents the roles of the Soviet
Union and China. An accurate strategic frame of reference would make
both works more useful.
—Joanne Thornton
Assistant Editor
The Journal of Strategy and Politics

